
 

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

45 ESTATE MARS HILL 
FREDERIKSTED, ST. CROIX, VI  00840 

PHONE: (340) 773-1082  FAX: (340) 773-9310 
 

 
 

Non-Point Source Pollution (NPS) Conservation Schools 
 
 
Dear Principal or Instructor: 
 
The Department of Planning & Natural Resources’ (DPNR) Division of Environmental Protection (DEP) is 
developing a pilot program studying environmental and non-point source pollution issues.  Through the 
program, “Youth Putting A LID (Low Impact Development) On Non-Point Source Pollution”, schools will 
be encouraged to manage resources on their school grounds and surrounding areas, in ways that will 
help mitigate Non-Point Source Pollution through Low Impact Development.    
 
The objective of the program is to increase the level of environmental awareness among public schools 
and the community at large.   
 
Grants may be awarded to schools willing to participate in the program.  Awards of $1,000.00 to 
$4,000.00 will be available to schools or individual classes that develop programs that promote: 
 

• Management of schools grounds and surrounding areas 
• Environmental curriculum usage 
• Community Education 

 
Schools that participate will be considered as a “NPS POLLUTION CONSERVATION SCHOOL.”  
 
Schools will have one school year (9 months in receipt of funding) to develop and implement their 
program.  The program is action-based and requires participation and program development relating to 
NPS pollution.  It will enable students to be environmentally active and learn environmentally sustainable 
practices. 
 
To apply for a Non-Point Source (NPS) School Grant, complete the attached application and return by 
October 28, 2005 to: 
 

Diane Capehart 
Program Administrator 

Non-Point Source Program 
Department of Planning & Natural Resources 

Division of Environmental Protection 
(340) 773-1082 Ext. 2286 

capehart.diane@vidpnr-dep.org 
 

Please review the attached forms and complete those documents that apply to your program or 
project.   
 

 All successful applicants that are awarded a grant must submit a project supply list for approval by 
the grant manager prior to the dispersal of grant funds. 

 
 Information contained in this application was secured from the Australian Government, Great Barrier 

Reef Marine Park Authority, and HQ Reef Ed Program (teaching units).
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School Contact Information
 
 

Name of School:       
Physical Address:       
       
       
  
Mailing Address:       
       
       

 

Contact Name:       
Position:       

 

Email Address:       
Telephone:       
Fax Number:       
Cell Phone:       

 

Grade/s:       
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE:   This application form may be handwritten, typed on computer or manually typed.  If typed on 
computer use Tab Key for easy movement between information fields. 
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Environmental Curriculum Usage 
 
 
Integrate NPS pollution into the curriculum for K-12 students. This initiative may take the form of 
integrating lesson plans or science experiments and activities.   The goal of environmental curriculum 
usage is to enable students to: 
 
Please check the lessons that will be fostered through school or classroom project or program. 
 

 Understand the nature and function of NPS pollution; 
 Understand the impact of NPS pollution on the environment 
 Understand the role of the community, politics and market forces in environmental decision-making 
 Understand the principles of ecologically sustainable development 
 Learn about Best Management Practices to reduce NPS pollution 
 Develop skills to investigate and solve issues related to NPS pollution 
 Create motivation to reduce NPS pollution in the community 
 Adopt behaviors and practices which protect the environment 
 Understand the principles of ecological sustainable development 

 

Other lessons not listed above:       

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
 



Non-Point Source Pollution Conservation Schools 
Application Form 

 

Page 3 of 9 

Management of School Grounds and Surrounding Areas 
 
 

One of the most effective ways of protecting the environment is to develop strategies linked to the 
school’s grounds and surrounding areas, not only as a curriculum initiative, but also as a means of 
contributing to sustainable practices within the community.  The management of school grounds and 
surrounding areas can also be linked to other community projects. 
 
Schools are expected to: 
 

• Use and develop their grounds and surrounding areas to improve environmental conditions  
• Identify and implement long-term strategies that will rehabilitate the school grounds and the local 

environment, and reflect sustainable practices in environmental management. 
 
Programs of this nature include:   
 
Please check the projects or programs that will be developed by school or classroom  
 

 Clearly mark school and local stormwater drains with suitable signs, such as ‘This drain leads to the Sea/Reef”. 

 Cover and store garbage in areas where it cannot contaminate or pollute stormwater. 

 Initiate green waste resource recovery programs, such as collecting and composting fallen leaves, mulch gardens. 

 Mulch school gardens to reduce water use. 

 Plant school gardens or nature corridors with endemic native plants. 

 Re-vegetate guts and water courses that flow though local areas. 

 Initiate recycling programs to reduce littering. 

 Adopt A Watershed/Wetland. 

 Participate in water quality monitoring projects, (e.g. Adopt A Beach/Wetland). 

 Reduce the amounts of wastes entering into the guts, re-vegetating it and maintaining it in a healthy way. 
(e.g. Adopt A Gut) 

 

Other lessons not listed above:       
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Education in the Community 
 
 
Through its own operation as a Non-Point Source Pollution Conservation School, a school may influence 
the community to question its own attitudes towards the impact on the environment.  
 
This can be done through the school by: 
 
Please check the projects or programs that will be developed by school or classroom  
 

 Inform school and local communities about NPS Pollution control projects and initiatives; and 

 Publicize ‘NPS Pollution Best Management Practices’ on a regular basis. 

 Communicate ‘NPS Pollution Tips’ via the school newsletter. 

 Classrooms can also adopt sections of the community for NPS pollution monitoring and maintenance (clean-up).  
 

Other lessons not listed above:       
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School and/or Community Projects 
 
 
Action projects to improve water quality: 
 
Please check the projects or programs that will be developed by school or classroom 
 

 Maintain stormwater drains. Keep them free from litter, leaves and dirt.  

 Cover and store garbage in areas where it cannot contaminate or pollute the stormwater drains during rain.  

 Collect fallen leaves and compost them in mulch gardens.  

 Clean all outdoor surfaces using a broom, vacuum or shovel (do not hose or blow them)  

 Handle all materials carefully to prevent spills.  

 Keep storage containers well away from stormwater drains and in properly covered and bundled areas.  

 Mark school and nearby stormwater drains with a suitable sign such as ‘This drain leads to the Sea/Reef’. 

 Create and place signs around the school and surrounding areas to remind others of ways to avoid pollution in 
the school and local area. 

 Participate in local water monitoring programs to help monitor the water quality in the local waterway. 

 Visit local waterways and test the water quality. 

 Check the edge vegetation of local waterways for pollution. Clean up areas regularly. Look for weeds and 
eradicate them. 

 Conduct a water quality awareness program within the school community. 

 Place articles about water quality in the school newsletter and share ideas to reduce pollution in local 
waterways. 

 Organize a display about the school’s water quality program in the local shopping centre/Agricultural Fair. 

 Develop an education program about water quality that will be useful in the school community. 

 
Action projects to reduce litter reduce waste and recycle: 
 
Please check the projects or programs that will be developed by school or classroom  
 

 Identify ‘hot spots’ where litter is most likely to cause environmental impacts. Consider quantities of litter and the 
effects of different types of litter (e.g. plastics, food wastes or glass). Identify those who use the ‘hot spots’. Work 
with the school community, especially those who use the ‘hot spots’, to develop ways to reduce litter.  

 Ensure enough garbage cans are placed around the school.  

 Make presentations at school assembly on why litter is a problem.  

 Create a ‘Litter Monster,’ a garbage bin character, to encourage younger students to put litter in the bin.  

 Paint bins in attractive colors with reef designs to encourage students to put litter in them.  

 Set up separate recycling bins for cans, glass, plastics and paper (check to see what can be recycled in the area).  

 Collect food scraps and set up a worm farm for recycling organic waste. Use the resulting compost and worm 
castings in the school gardens.  

 Collect useful items to reuse in art, craft and technology, (e.g. paper, card, material cut-offs, wool, and ice cream 
containers).  
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School and/or Community Projects 
 
 
Continued 
 

 Hold a ‘Litter-free Lunch’ day.   

 Develop school policies about double-sided photocopying, paper use and reuse re-inking cartridges and 
composting/worm farming of organic waste.  

 Develop an education program about litter and waste reduction and recycling for use the school community.  
 
Action projects to conserve water: 
 
Please check the projects or programs that will be developed by school or classroom.  
 

 Conduct a water audit of the school.  

 Monitor water usage in the school.  

 If any taps, drinking fountains, fire hydrants or sprinkler systems are leaking, inform the school administration 
team.  

 Mulch gardens to reduce water loss to evaporation.  

 Install flow control devices to reduce the amount of water flowing from the tap.  

 Work with the local school community and relevant outside organizations to develop ideas for saving water in 
the school.  

 Put water conservation signs in the bathrooms (e.g. toilets, urinals, hand basins, sinks, showers and any other 
water outlets in and around school buildings).  

 Develop an education program that will be useful in the school to reduce water use. 
 
Action projects ensuring appropriate chemical disposal: 
 
Please check the projects or programs that will be developed by school or classroom  
 

 When using chemicals it is imperative that none are washed into grassed or soil areas, gardens, storm water 
drains or gullies that connect to waterways, beaches or the reef.  

 Dispose of all chemicals and containers in accordance with the instructions on the container or contact your 
local council’s waste disposal section.  

 Locate, identify and list all chemicals used in the school. Assess each for its contribution to the environment 
and health of the community. 

 Do not dispose of chemicals down the drain.  

 Take care not to spill fuel when filling vehicles or changing oil.  

 Use biodegradable chlorine-free toilet paper and phosphate-free cleaning products.  
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School and/or Community Projects 
 
 
Continued 
 

Other lessons not listed above:       
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Project Summary 
 
 

Please provide a summary of how the project(s) will be integrated into your school and/or classroom.  
This information will be utilized to select the successful candidates for this grant.  The summary should 
provide sufficient details of how the project(s) will reduce non-point source pollution in the classroom, 
school and/or community.    Additional pages may be utilized for this summary.  This may be written by 
hand or typed. (DEAD LINE DATE:  October 28, 2005)  

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

 
Completed  By  Job Pos i t ion  Date  Completed  

                    
 
*NOTE:  All successful applicants that are awarded a grant must submit a project supply list for approval by the 
grant manager prior to the dispersal of grant funds.
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Project Summary 
 
 
Continued 
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